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FIGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO 



Rad Action ortlclo 

On 21 January, a Bill proposed by Liberal MP David Alton 
receive* iti second reading in Parliament. Alton's Bill seeks 
to reduce the time limit under which women are legally all¬ 
owed to have an abortion from the present 28 weeks after 
the start of the period of pregnancy to Just 18 weeks. Alton 
and his supporters try to Justify their aims by arguing that, 
at 28 weeks into pregnancy, the development uf a human 
foetus In the womb Is at such an advanced stage that abort¬ 
ion Is morally indefensible. To back up this claim, they prod¬ 
uce photographs of human foetus supposedly at this stage of 
development, which are obviously aimed at producing an em¬ 
otional response in the viewer. 


However, for all the emotion¬ 
al appeal of such photogr¬ 
aphs, it does not alter the 
fact that all medical evid¬ 
ence shows that a human 
foetus at such a stage of 
development can, in no way, 
be considered advanced en¬ 
ough to be Judged an Individ¬ 
ual in Its own right, capable 
of existence seperate from 
the mother. Alton's Bill also 
overlooks the fact that an 
16 week time limit would 
effectively outlaw the large 
number of abortions which 
occur because the mother 
finds out that the foetus she 
Is carrying has some abnorm¬ 
ality, as many abnormalities 
cannot be detected by tests 
until a later stage In a preg¬ 
nancy than 18 weeks. 

DEFENSIBLE 

So, In terms of the practical 
effects of Alton's Bill being 
passed, there are good reas¬ 
ons for opposing It. But 
there are also other, wider, 
reasons. The Bill Is really ab¬ 
out far more than whether 
or not there is a point at 
which abortion ceases to be 
morally defensible. It is Just 
the latest In a long line of 
attempts to weaken and und¬ 
ermine the 1967 Act, which 
first made abortion legal In 
Britain. There have been no 
less than 14 such attempts 
and they have all been spear¬ 
headed by groups such as the 
Society for the Protection of 
the Unborn Child (SPUC), 
whose eventual aim Is the 
total abolition of any right 
to abortion and who are now 
strongly Involved In the pro- 
Alton Bill campaign as a 
stepping stone to this real 
aim. 


For his part, Alton shows his 
compatibility with such gr¬ 
oups with statements like 
"Post conception, a child has 
begun its development as a 
unique and new individual 
and this overriding right 
must always take precedence 
before any other claimed 
rights." 

In other words, Alton believ¬ 
es the real issue applies not 
at 18 weeks or any other 
number of weeks into pregn¬ 
ancy but "post conception" 
• as soon as pregnancy beg¬ 
ins, and the right of the foe¬ 
tus to exist "must ALWAYS 
take precedence over any 
other claimed rights.” In his 
own words, Alton clearly 
shows that his own eventual 
aim is exactly the same as 
SPUC and the other groups, 
who are currently throwing 
their weight behind his Bill. 
That aim Is the total denial 
of any right of any woman 
to choose whether or not 
her pregnancy continues. 


It is this aspect of the ab¬ 
ortion argument - whether 
or not a woman has the 
right to choose - which dic¬ 
tates which position all those 
who consider themselves soc¬ 
ialists must take on the iss¬ 
ue. We always support and 
defend the maximum amount 
ol freedom and individual 
choice possible as long as 
such freedom does not adver¬ 
sely affect others or society. 
Clearly, the right of a wom¬ 
an to choose on abortion is 
such an Issue. You don't ev¬ 
en have to approve of abort¬ 
ion yourself. It is unlikely th¬ 
at there is anyone who posit¬ 
ively approves of abortion. 


Ft 

!j' 'IN MEMORY ^1? 

OF THOUSANDS 
V. OF WOMEN KILLED'^ 
h BY BACKSTREET £ 
Iff: ABORTIONISTS 







Women do not have abortions 
to demonstrate their approv¬ 
al of It. They have abortions 
because It Is their only way 
out of an intolerable situat¬ 
ion and, as socialists, we 
must support and defend th¬ 
eir right to do so. 

INDIVIDUAL 

The issue at stake is not one 
of whether abortion is right 
or wrong but one of whether 
or not the individual has the 
right to make up her own 
mind on the matter. Pro-ab- 
ortionlsts do not seek to imp¬ 
ose their will on anti-abort¬ 
ionists, or to force them to 
approve of abortion. They 
merely defend the right to 
choose. Anil-abortionists, by 
seeking to restrict or outlaw 
the right to choose, are try¬ 
ing to force others to conf¬ 
orm to their will. 

It Is when we view the 
abortion argument In this 
context that we see quite 
clearly that in the final anal- 
sis, It Is not so much about 
morality as about control. 
Restriction of the right to 
abortion Is Just another means 
by which those who seek to 
exercise as much control as 


possible over the lives of 
working class people seek to 
achieve their alms. They know 
that such restrictions will not 
even stop abortions happening 
Just drive women back into 
the arms of back-street abor¬ 
tionists, with all the dangers 
to health which this entails. 
Never mind, at least they 
have that bit more control. 

It is of course only working 
class women who suffer from 
the existence of such restric¬ 
tions. The wealth of the up¬ 
per classes means that abor¬ 
tion will always be available 
to them one way or the other 
As clear an illustration as you 
need of the class nature of 
the abortion issue. 


For socialists there can be 
no hesitation or vacillation 
on this issue. We totally de¬ 
fend the right of all people 
to do exactly as they please 
with their own bodies. Whe¬ 
ther it be to choose what 
sexuality they wish to be, or 
to continue or dls-contlnue 
a pregnancy, there Is only one 
position. Defend the right to 
choose. FIGHT FOR THE 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. 


BLOODY SUHDAY 
1972-1088 

Action artlcia 

The sixteenth anniversary of Derry's Bloody Sunday' will be 
commemmorated in Britain by a march through London on 
Saturday 30 January and Red Action urges ull members and 
supporters to attend. 'Bloody Sunday,' 30 January 1972 saw 
thirteen unarmed and peaceful demonstrators shot dead on 
the streets of Derry by the British army. At least a further 
ten were injured. 

The victims of this attack were demonstrating against the 
government's internment policy, which had been introduced 
in August, 1971. The scenario was that men and women in 
Nationalist arcus of the six counties were taken from their 
homes, usually in early morning raids and interned in prison 
camp. There was no trial nor any reason given. Thousands 
had been herded off and were to stay in the camp* lor at 
least months and, In many cases, years. 

NATIONALIST PROTEST 

A* part of the Nationalist protest against internment, council 
tenants in the Bogtide and Creggan areas of Derry were with¬ 
holding rent payments. An anti-internment march was planned 
for 30 January in Derry and, although demonstrations in the 
six counties were banned at the time, the Royal Ulster Con¬ 
stabulary (RUC) allowed the march to go ahead as they fear¬ 
ed it was likely to provoke a riot If they tried to forcibly 
stop people marching. 

The march was due to move through the Bogstde and then on 
to the Guildhall in the city centre but the British army 
blocked the exit from the Bogtide area with concrete and 
barbed wire barricades. So the* march stewards moved the 
crowd to the spot known as 'Free Derry Corner' to listen to 
speeches. As the first speaker, Bernadette Devlin, was introd¬ 
uced to the crowd, British soldiers opened fire indiscriminat¬ 
ely and for no apparent reason. 

MEDICAL EVIDENCl 

The shooting lasted for over half an hour and, when it ended 
thirteen lay dead. The regiment involved, 1st battalion Parat¬ 
roopers, claimed they had been fired on first by the IRA and 
the initial British statement of the incident gave a detailed 
account of how each of the victims had fired on the troops 
or thrown a bomb at them. 

However, Britain's own inquiry by Lord Chief Justice Widgery 
found no evidence to suggest that any of the victims had 
carried arms or was an IRA member. Medical evidence show¬ 
ed that most of the dead had ben shot in the back whilst 
running away. One, Bernard McGuigan, 41 and a father of 
seven, had waved his handkerchief as a white flag while he 
went to help an injured young man und was shot dead as he 
did so. 

When Home Secretary Reginald Maudling tried to tell his 
tale of IRA gunmen provoking the massacre in the House of 
Commons, Rernadette Devlin, then MP for Mid-Ulster, clout¬ 
ed him with the ceremonial mace. The British establishment 
and their media were more disgusted with that than with 
murder of thirteen innocent young Irishmen. 

Within a year of Bloody Sunday, the commanding officer of 
the 1st battalion Paratroopers was knighted for "outstanding 
service to the Crown." 

Show your disgust at this legalised butchery by the so-called 
forces of law and order by Joining the commemmoratlon. Ass¬ 
emble at 12.30 on 30 January at Whittington Park, Holloway 
Rd, London. 
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The INLA Story part two 

A SECOND CHANCE 


The outcome of the feud last year between the IRSP/INLA 
and the IPLO has had a massive impact on the IRSP as 
aliiKM all of the 13 dead and 20 Injured had been involved 
in the IRSP. In Red Action Issue number 3g, we explained 
some of the reasons behind the feud and examined the 
immediate consequences but, to fully understand how this 
tragic situation came about. It Is necessary to study the 
history of the IRSP/INLA and of the Republican movement, 
where the answers to the questions can be found. How and 
Why did the IRSP/INLA evolve and how and why did they 
fall? 1 

The Provisionals broke away like Bernadette Devlin ana 

from the Official IRA In the hunger-striker Patsy O'Hara 

early 1970s, mainly because .round that time. They had 

of the latter's reluctance to over 800 members. 
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Liberation Army (INLA), was , ant preMure both to justify 
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their efforts in an attempt 
to 'outgun' the Provos, wh¬ 
ich, of course, led to the In¬ 
evitable relegation of the Im¬ 
portance of political wort, 
leading to the almost total 
collapse of the political 
wing. It was a vlsckws circ¬ 
le. The adoption of this str¬ 
ategy must now be regarded 
as a mistake and one of the 
fundamental reasons for the 
demise of the IRSP/INLA. 

The assassination of Seamus 
Costello In 1977 left a huge 
hole In the .novrment polit¬ 
ically and militarily for, not 
only was he the inspiration 
behind the movement but he 
was also Chief-of-Staff of 
the INLA. It is difficult to 
imagine In what direction 
the movement might have 
taken had he lived, but there 
was one major obstacle to 
his ambitions which could 
not be avoided and which 
any socialist cannot afford 
to underestimate. That Is the 
hypnotic power and reaction¬ 
ary nature of the Catholic 
church, resulting In the cons¬ 
ervative nature of the work¬ 
ing class throughout the Isl¬ 
and. 

As in any other country, the 
principle enemy of socialism 
Is big business. In a problem 
exclusive to Ireland amongst 
European Parliamentary dem¬ 
ocracies, big business's main 
ally, the Catholic church, 
has proved to be the more 
formidable barrier to social 
progress. The attitude of the 
Church towards revolutionary 
movements throughout the 
country's history has been 
consistently one of open host¬ 
ility. 


RELIGION 

Racism, a legacy of Imperial¬ 
ism, Is a major problem fac¬ 
ed by the left In Britain 
and paradoxically, It 1s the 
war In Ireland which most cl¬ 
early exposes the contradict¬ 
ions and conflicting loyalties 
which exist within the left 
and the labour movement. 
Similarly, the influence of 
religion In .Ireland has had 
the effect of, at crucial tim¬ 
es, clouding the central Iss¬ 
ues facing the working class, 
sowing doubt and confusion, 
and afterwards leaving It 
even more securely shackled 
to the web of Illusory inter¬ 
ests that have no positive 
political value and which Is 
used instead to encourage 
the working class to retain 
Its Identification with the 
views and interests of the 
establishment. 

Few in Britain would argue 
that, In pursuit of a socialist 
objective, the appeasement 
ot racism or fascism is any 
longer a viable tactic. Equal¬ 
ly, the divisive role of relig¬ 
ion In Ireland cannot be Ign¬ 
ored as. In any case, confr- 
tlon is inevitable with 
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the Church In the role of 
champion of the capitalist 
claaa, eagerly takii« on all 
challengers qnd confident of 

victory. 

COMMUNISM 

Even so, the IRA's criticism 
of the Church has remained 
muted, preferring to avoid 
open conflict for fear of los¬ 
ing support. For the same 
reason, the IRA have been 
extremely sensitive to the 
accusation of communism 
and, as a result, timid in Its 
approach to contentious social 
Issues. This has allowed the 
Church at critical times to 
drive a wedge between the 
Republican and Labour move- 

fMfltt. 

The IRA's discretion is perh¬ 
aps understandable for Irish 
history is littered with the 
skeletons of organisations 
and programmes, like Saor 
Eire or the Republican Con¬ 
gress, which sought to unite 
the Labour and Republican 
movements and In historic 
breakthrough, the Nationalist 
and Loyalist working class, 
under an anti-capitalist ban¬ 
ner. With just one plaintive 
wall of "Godless communism" 
and the pointing of an accus¬ 
atory finger by the Bishops, 
these embryonic organisation- 
s were effortlessly crushed. 
There Is nothing to suggest 
that, today, the power and 
ambition of the Church has 
radically diminished. Witness 
the referenda In the 26 coun¬ 
ties in recent years, where | 
an overwhelming majority 
have voted to enshrine the 
Church's reactionary attitud¬ 
es on divorce and abortion 
Into the constitution of the 
26 county state. The Provos 
still portray the ambiguous 
attitude that inhibited their 
predecessors, recently descr¬ 
ibing the Church as a "signif¬ 
icant organisation" and mak¬ 
ing provision for It In the 
process of drawing up a sugg¬ 
ested constitution for a re¬ 
united Ireland. 

WORKING CLASS 

This challenge can only be 
taken up by an organisation 
which has no fear but, Ind¬ 
eed, welcomes the label 
'communist' because that 
means it relies on the work¬ 
ing class as a whole rather : 
than any religious congregat¬ 
ion within It, for its Inspirat¬ 
ion and support. Either soc¬ 
ialism is a science or It is 
nothing. Religion, based as 
it Is on myth and superstit¬ 
ion, Is the exact opposite of 
rational thought and argum¬ 
ent, so socialism's outright 
rejection of a role for organ¬ 
ised religion in the political 
process Is both necessary and 
justifiable. 

It is this kind of inconsisten¬ 
cy In the politics of the Pr¬ 
ovos that the IRSP could 
have exploited but, back In 
1977, they were Involved In 
a competition to win the 
hearts and minds of the Nat¬ 
ionalist working class, believ¬ 
ing that their credibility wit¬ 
hin the community was rel¬ 
iant on their maintaining a 
respectable 'body count' In 
the war against the British. 

They were often forced to 
make pragmatic decisions to 
secure short-term aims In an 
effort to relieve obvious inad¬ 
equacies. For Instance, In an 
attempt to Increase memb¬ 
ership and subsequently rfo 
firepower of the INLA, they 
were sometimes not sufficient¬ 
ly scrupulous In who was 
recruited, finding accommod¬ 
ation for apolitical Individ¬ 
uals and criminal-type elem¬ 
ents who were, nonetheless, 
valued for their ability as 
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'operators.' Some of these 
rose to prominence In the ar¬ 
med wing, bringing the org¬ 
anisation Into disrepute, caus¬ 
ing the gradual lowerti* of 
standards and morale until, 
for a time, the apolitical 
tail was wagging the social¬ 
ist dog. 

SOCIALIST IDENTITY 

To their eternal credit, the 
socialist wing refused to be 
intimidated by the criminal 
element, who had regrouped 
under the banner of the Irish 
People's Liberation Organisat¬ 
ion (IPLO). The feud was 
fought to retain the social¬ 
ist identity of the moveme¬ 
nt. Five INLA men died for 
that political principle lor, 
by this time, there was lit¬ 
tle else left. 


Being totally objective, there 
must be some doubt at this 
stage as to whether the 
IRSP/INLA can fulfill Its obj¬ 
ectives but It Is surely unden¬ 
iable that there is a necess¬ 
ity for an Independent and 
Identifiable left-wing group 
as an integral part of the 
liberation struggle. Otherw¬ 
ise, there is a danger that 
the compromises with capit¬ 
alism and imperialism which 
led to partition of the coun¬ 
try In 1922 and the defeat 
of the Left/Republicans In 
the civil war, resulting in 
the establishment of a 26 
county parody of a socialist 
republic, will merely become 
a 32 county parody of one. 
The IRSP have paid heavily 
for this second chance. They 
deserve our respect and 


INFORMERS 

Showing that they are not old enough to look after them¬ 
selves as well as proving whose side they are really on. Nat¬ 
ional Front members In Leeds shopped Anti-Fascist Action 
mepiber Paul Bowman to the police and managed to get him 
a four month Jail sentence. 

Paul was among a group of 50 or so AFA members who, 
aa these things chance to turn out, came across some local 
NF members and a political debate ensued. Paul was only 
Involved In the verbal side of things but, unable to defeat 
him intellectually, the Front pointed him out to the police 
and he was arrested. 

Red Action's members and readers are urged to help Paul's 
stay in prison pass more easily by sending letters and greet¬ 
ings to P.M. Bowman, TI3222, North Unit, Thorpe Arch, 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire. 
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WHOSE UNION 
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ion can no longer choose Us rank anh-FU f 

own democratic procedures RANK-AND-FILE 


Broadly speaking, these were: | t requires a coherent, comp¬ 
el The significant gap bet- rehensive political Identity, 
ween the left and the main- on which Its member* are ag- 
stream working class, both reed and united, an analysis 
In terms of the composition of the existing political sit- 
of Its membership, which uatlon and a strategy for rel- 
seemed to be overwhelming- atlng to It, as well as an eff- 
ly from academic/profession- ‘clem organisational struct- 
al middle or upper class ure. It requires all these 
background, and In terms of and more. Red Action, at 
an Inability to be able to ‘hat time, had none of them, 
relate revolutionary socialist rK>r ,n awareness of their 
politics In a manner access- neceM “y- 
Ible to the working class. 

b) The undemocratic nature 

of these groups, which all SPLITS 

seemed firmly In the grip of 

self-perpetuating cliques, not ^**en this. It Is not surprls- 
averse to holding on to cont- that the first years of 

rol with methods which had R®d Action saw little prog¬ 
nothing In common with dem- ress and were marked by 
ocracy or socialism. and arguments, pollt- 

c) An unprincipled approach ,CB * and , ^Aonsl. New cont- 

to political work, gauging "’« n »bers from out- 

thelr committment to any Its- , *"* London area were 

ue on the basis of what P* 1, *” retrospect, It Is 

could be gained from It for 5i ear ,h *‘ “ wouW have 

their own group rather than , , 00 • 4jr P r »»* If the "poht- 

polltlcal correctness. ,c ^ or*«nU«lon" had with¬ 

ered Into no more than a 

So, with what now seems llorlfled social group built 
laughable naivety, off we set "round a few people attend- 
to form this new organlsat- ln f lef ‘ events, before collap- 
lon, which would eliminate s>n ( when the social group 
all these faults and turn the dr,f ‘ ed ®P« r ‘- 
left In Britain upside-down. That this did not happen was 
However, as we were at the due to massive committment 
time blissfully unaware but and hard work by a few ind- 
■oon to realise all too soon, Ividuais, spurred on by their 
the creation of a political belief that a new form of 
movement capable of flour- socialist organisation was 
l«hlng, requires a lot more both necessary and possible 
than Just proclaiming its and also because, for all the 
existence. Inadequacies in the way we 


enough chord In enough plac- there is not one left 


es to prove It was not a which has overcome the prob- 
pipe-dream. There was some lem of attracting most of Its 


basis and Justification to our members from a particular 
social strata, with the result 


belief. 

So, on faith, hope and chew 
Ing gum, we hung on ii 


that a particular social char¬ 
acter becomes dominant 


there and began the task of within the organisation. When 
slowly uncovering the mass- things are viewed with rer- 


Ive holes in the flimsy found- ard ‘° ‘he long-term aim of 
ations upon which our group building a mas* working class 


had been thrown together, movement, RA's particular 


and trying to repair them. 


haracteristlcs 


It Is a task which has hardly would he less of a liability 
yet begun and there art ,han ‘h® 8 * <>f some other 


massive goals to be achieved ,ef ‘ * rou Ps* 

we can even say We know that we cannot cor- 


that RA's long-term survival rect the traditional failure 
as a political movement Is 0 f left g l0U p* to be able to 


guaranteed. build their organisations on 

_anything other than profeas- 

STEPS FORWARD lonal/academu middle and 

v . . . , L upper claa elements by creat- 

Yet, It Is also true that the ing a mirror image organisat- 
last year or so has seen sign- ion which has the same prob- 
Ificam steps forward in all lem in being able to relate 

aspects of RA's develop- to all but the roughest, 

ment. This can be seen In toughest elements. We must 
the Inceaslng impact of our create an organisation capab 
practical activities - in the le of relating to, winning the 
role RA played in setting up confidence of and represent- 
Anti-Fascist Action, the role mg all sections of the work- 
we are now playing In Irish mg class. For only such an 

support work (such as recent- jrgantsatlon will ever be cap- 

ly setting up Irish Republican able of smashing the power 
Prisoners Support Groups) ii the capitalist state and 
and the role RA has played replacing with a state contr- 
jn disputes such as the oiled by the working class. 
Lcings lockout. It can be 


seen in the Increasing level THEORY AND PRACTISE 
of theoretical development 

In RA, in the more highly I believe that Red Action, 


developed arguments appear- in spite of its many failings 
Ing in our publications, In at present, Is, because of Its 


LOOK AFTER 
XOUR WELFARE 


RANK-AND-FILE 


Red Action's national conference, held last May, elected a 
welfare officer and aet up a welfare fund. The fund's purp¬ 
ose Is to provide financial help to anyone In need of it and 
the role of the welfare officer Is to manage the fund and 
Investigate claims for assistance. The welfare officer reports 
to the RA national council, who make the final decision as 


by a democratic vote of The TUC leadership have B investigate claims for assistance. The welfare officer reports 

members. The procedures are failed In their moral respon-B to the RA national council, who make the final decision as 

now to be dictated by the slbllity to build a serious B to any payments made from the fund, 
government, Irrespective of campaign around such oppos- B tw- » 

,t* of .h. union*. !««« .. T«, l«v It .. >l»r -1 , up ^.“,S, "SJd 


out intervention In debating many positive features, cap- 
arenas such as the state cap- able of becoming a movem 
Itallst forum, and in the Inc- ent which can contribute 
reased efficiency in our org- more to the theory and prac- 
anisatlon with publications Use of building such an org- 
now being produced more reg- anisation than any other left 
u,ar| y- group in Britain and that It 

The results of such develop- why I am, and will continue 
ments are already being seen *° • member of It. 

in, for example, our slowly 

but steadily Increasing memb- Th * •vw’ts mantlanw) «t ttw a urt 
ershlp and, even more import- of th ‘» «ticU ar* daacrlt m3 
antly, In the fact that we • M"t*l*t product at tha tlaa. 
are now succeeding In Integ- kltho** 1 the paaphiet does not 
rating members from outside *wwa relevance to ns today, 
the London area into our org- “ *‘“1 ,jf interest to those 

anisation, thus laying the bas- wre mfonaetton shout the 

Is for future development ^tiglna and history or RX. Copies 
nationally. :an be obtained frae the &>• 

c,, ,K.r« u _ for 


members. efore all the more Important 

Do you recall the outcry a * or rank-and-file members 

few years ago when the Pol- ‘° °PPo*«. expose and defy 

ish government interfered * he,e where they can. 

with the right of Polish wor- l n the absence of any such 


for r.nfc lnh fiu I ,uch a CM «- th< fund cou,d • M, »‘ with legal costs, pay for 

recall the outcry a I ,,em * (e * • r#d,o) lor »«meone held In custody and give fin- 

1 wh€n "P 0 ** ? nd *^1 anclal help to the person's dependants. 


ancial help to the person's dependants. 

However, this is by no means the only situation the fund 


kera to run their union. Solid- ""out opposition, the fifth I oou '* * ,lh - Anyone, whether a RA member or not, may 


amoec, as they saw fit? The Thatcher anti-union law will B 'PP 1 * t0 lhe welfare off,cer for ^'P for reaaon and 


Torle. told us then about not be long In coming and fl aach case will ^ considered on its merits. So far. the fund 
the lack of freedom In the •* widely believed that the! has assisted a RA member who found himself unexpectedly 


Eastern bloc. They are now government plan to extend 
taking a leaf out of the Pol- ‘he GCHQ ban across the 
ish government's book by Int- public sector to Include all 
erfertng with Independent tr- )°b« they care to describe as 
ade unions themselves. "essential." 


In hospital and claims currently being Investigated include 
that of a member who has suffered a long-term Illness In 
recent months and another who Is In prison awaiting trial. 
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All full RA members must pay £5 per year Into the fund and 
those who have not yet paid their 1967 amount are urged to 
do so Immediately. Supporting members are also encouraged 
to pay £S per year to help finance the fund. Donations from 
other readers will be most welcome. Cash can be passed to 
the welfare officer via any RA member. Cheques and postal 
orders, made payable to Red Action, can be pasted on in the 
same way or may be posted to the RA box number but 
please Include a note making It clear that the money It for 
the welfare fund. You do not know how soon you may need 
the fund's help. 


So there Is cause for encour¬ 
agement without ever forget¬ 
ting that there Is so much 
which still need* to be done 
If we are to continue to dev¬ 
elop. In my opinion, the prim¬ 
ary tasks facing RA right 
now are: 

a) to formulate a clear, 
comprehensive political plat- 
for.n. 

b) to begin to correct the 
socially uneven development 
of RA. By this, I mean that 
a majority of RA member* 
are from one aectlon of the 
working class - white, male 
and under-35. 



CHARACTERISTICS 


A 


Articles in R.A. 


at trw Ttc Mating hot they are going to stop antl-cnlon l M 


Articles signed Red Action are written, edited or approved 
by the Red Action editorial board and represent a Red Act¬ 
ion political statement. Articles signed bv the author repres¬ 
ent her/his own views and may not necessarily represent Red 
Action's politics. 


We should remember, how¬ 
ever, that under-representat¬ 
ion of women and ethnic min¬ 
ority members Is not exclus¬ 
ive to RA among left groups 
and, because we are such a 
tiny group, our weaknesses 
In this respect are magnif¬ 
ied. We would not, however, 
deny that our political fall¬ 
ings have contributed to the 
problem. 


^ ' 


Neither should we forget 


Toalng Uw party line can bi wi 
•rxlious UW for waders of 
traditional left grama, *wre the 
l'na changes Irrespective of 


ft 


that uneven social develop- btirclole, th* confusing 







According to a company called Regalin Property* thdre to 
a housing shortage in London, In the shape of a crying lack 
of flats for the filthy rich. The company plan to build a nine 
storey Nock of about twenty select and exclusive flats, of 
■bout four or five bedrooms and bathrooms each. They are 
expected to fetch over five million pounds each. 

At the other end of the market, people sleeping rough are 
being charged between three and ten pounds each by land¬ 
lords" for the privilege of sleeping at select and exclusive 
sites. This is due to the scarcity of "skip places" resulting 
from the Tory Council's decision to close off the Embank¬ 
ment arches a well known skip place for the homeless - 
to make way for a luxury office development. Help Is at hand 
however, in the shape of Ken D'Cruxe, Lewisham's Tory 
Housing Spokesman, who has suggested that empty council 
garages which motorists refuse to use through fear of vanda¬ 
lism, could be converted into homes for single people. Many 
of these are underground without heat, natural light or venti¬ 
lation, yet Ken Is convinced that the homeless "would love 
them". "We could also sell them off to private developers" 
says Ken "hut the council la run by craiy left wingers who 
won't do what has to be done" "I have always been a right 
winger" he adds. Very few would ever doubt that. 

Peter Hunt, British Coal Industrial Relations Officer, asked 
by a journalist whether he thought that life would be easier 
for everybody if "moderate right-wingers" such as Des Out¬ 
field or Eric Clarke were in charge of the National Union 
of Mine workers, replied "They are nice men but very naive 
They still live In the days when they think that if we give 
a bit then they can give a bit back." 

"In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson told the Greek Ambas¬ 
sador to the U.S. "Fuck your parliament and your constitu¬ 
tion. America is an elephant, Cyprus Is a flea. Greece is a 
flea. If these two fellows continue itching the elephant they 
may get whacked by the elephant's trunk...... If your Prime 

Minister gives me talk about democracy, parliament and cons¬ 
titution, he and his parliament and constitution may not last 
very long." 

He meant what he said. Two years later the Colonels took 
over and maintained a military dictatorship for seven years. 
You have to hand it to Johnson, he sometimes told the truth 
however brutal. Reagan tells lies. The situation In Central 
America is not about the Kremlin's wicked ambitions. It's 
about money and power, about poverty, Injustice, deprivation 
and slavery. The U.S. has always supported, and In some cas¬ 
es created, all military or right wing dictatorships In the 
continent. Among other verified acts, the C.I.A. brought down 
the legally elected democracies of Guatemala in 1954, and 
Chile in 1973. The tortured of Latin America have been tor¬ 
tured for "Christian principles" "freedom" and "the fight 
against Communism" Thousands of Nicaraguan men, women 
und children have been murdered and mutilated by the Con¬ 
tras who Reagan compares to the Founding Fathers. They 
have been raped, skinned, beheaded and castrated. We have 
to slop the American elephant." 

The* words of playrlght Harold Pinter. 


"It was not a mistake" (November 1986) "I didn't make a 
mistake" (November 1986) "I do not think that It was a mis 
take" (November 1986) "Mistakes were made” (December 
1986) "Serious mistakes were madb" (January 1987) "It was 
a mistake (March 1987) 

A small selection of some of Reagan's quotes on the "Iran- 
gale" sale of arm* to Irun in exchange for the freeing of 
American hostage* affair. 

During a debate in the House of Commons last month on 
the plight of Britain's old age pensioners, speakers were inter¬ 
rupted by Tory MP Neil Hamilton, who shouted "The IRA 
ought to be brought In to do away with them.” I think we 
all know who we would like to see the IRA brought In to do 
away with. 


"I became a philosopher during the war. I realised soon en¬ 
ough I was a coward and that it wasn't my land I was fight¬ 
ing lor but my landlord's land." That's a quote from Johnny 
Speight, the creator of TV's Alf Garnett. Johnny's obviously 
no mug though I sometimes suspect from the snippets of conv¬ 
ersation overheard at work "Did you see Alf last night 9 
Funny old bastard, it's right what he says though, isn't It?" 

that the satirical anti-racist message behind the original 
aeries is lost on, or deliberately Ignored by, a large section 
of the audience, who are Instead inspired by the bigoted 
philosophy of "Chairman Alf." If they are not laughing at 
him, they must be laughing with him. In these enlightened 
time*, with 70,000 race attacks a year, that cannot be a 
good thing. 


Politics Is simply a matter of priorities. The government, 
elected by the people, decides, on behalf of the people, 
where the taxes, collected from the people, will be best 
spent in the Intcicsts of the people, or, at least, that's how 
it i* meant to work. Reality, however, Is a little different. 

Nurses living In hostels now pay more than £20 a week to 
share a communal bathroom between five of them. Health 
Secretary, John Moore, Is moving Into a palatial new office 
suite boasting a chandelier and private bathroom with bidet. 
No expense Is being spared in the £36 million reconstruction 
of the 1820 style Whitehall mansion. 

Philip Barber, whose son David died recently after an op¬ 
eration was delayed for months due to the cuts, said "There 
Is something wrong In a society that needs me to play pool 
so that babies can have operations to save their lives." Given 
this government's priorities, how many extra games of pool 
will Philip Barber have to play to cover the cost of the 
"Health" Secretary's chandelier. 


Watching the news one evening, I noticed an item dealing 
with the human rights abuaea suffered by political prison ers 
In the Soviet gulags. The paper that day ran a feature oa a 
similar theme. It read • I remember the first time I went 
down there. There's a corridor with cells along It. In each 
one, there's a flap. Out of each flap an arm to outstretched. 
It's like a sea of arms. They rave and ring bells constantly. 
It's dark below ground level and you have to walk right in 
the middle to avoid being grabbed. As you walk along, you 
catch glimpses of disturbed faces. The radio's left on 
because the doctors say It's relaxing for these women to 
hear music but it's pop music pieyed very loud. It could be 
heavy metal blaring out. It's very Msarre as It competes 
with all the cries. They're like forgotten people." 

The term "human rights" would suggest that all humans 
have some basic rights but we are often given the Impression 
by the media over here that the issue to the sole preserve 
of Soviet dissidents. The quote above was from ex-prlson off¬ 
icer Julie Davis, Interviewed in the Guardian an 9 Decemb¬ 
er, describing conditions In Holloway women's prison, London. 


"We could be on the verge of a new age of freedom and 
a long period of peace, prosperity and stability such as our 
people have not known in this century," claims Margaret 
Thatcher. 

1. Homelessness has increased seven-fold in u decade. 

2. Unemployment Is killing 2,000 people a year, according to 
an analysis of government figures by Dr. Richard Smith, edit¬ 
or of the British Medical Journal. 

3. Building societies repossessed seven times as many houses 
last year as they did in I960. 

4. Sixteen million people - nearly one in three of the popul¬ 
ation - ore living on or Just above the poverty line. 

5. Thatcher has reversed the fifty-year trend towards greater 
equality of Income which was apparent until 1979. The big¬ 
gest beneficiaries have been the wealthiest one per cent - 
200,000 taxpayers who have, on average, Increased their take- 
home pay by £17,500 per year. 

The facts suggest we are on the verge all right. But I sus¬ 
pect It will have little to do with peace, prosperity and 
stability. 

Mr Michael Howard, winding up the debate on the poll tax 
for the government, claimed that the rating system was "an 
ancient monument from the reign of Elisabeth I which should 
never have survived Into the reign of Ellsebeth II." He neg¬ 
lected to mention that the last time a poll tax was introd¬ 
uced, in the 14th century, it lasted only four years, a census 
found that the population had shrunk by a quarter, It was 
responsible for provoking the peasants’ revolt of 1381 and 
the man who put it forward was hanged, drawn and quarter¬ 
ed. What are the chances, I wonder, of history repeating 
Itself. 


During the Spycatcher trial, Robert Alexander QC. counsel 
for the government, declared "There Is simply no room for 
saying freedom of the press is important that runs headlong 
Into the principle of confidentiality." 

On 3 December, the Attorney General won an Injunction 
banning Channel Four from broadcasting a re-enactment of 
the Birmingham pub bombing appeal. Lord Chief Justice 
Lane, who Is also hearing the appeal, said he had not yet 
seen the programme but It was bound to create the risk of 
undermining public confidence "that the court get it right." 

Apart from the decision being a further Infringement on 
the right of people to know, it suggests that, with the pro¬ 
secution evidence further undermined and discredited, Lord 
Lane's statement is an early and depressing indication of the 
likely outcome of the appeal. 


The vote In the House of Commons aimed at banning the 
"promotion of homosexuality" in state schools has been des¬ 
cribed as "fascist" by some MPs as it Is based on a number 
of particularly dangerous, stupid and bigoted assumptions. 

The first such assumption is that there is something wrong 
or immoral in being homosexual. The second Is that admitting 
homosexuality exists actually encourages homosexuality, the 
third that simply discussing it "corrupts" children, the fourth 
that children can be "taught” to be homosexual and the final 
assumption to that the objective of homosexuals to to 
"recruit" people to the homosexual "way of life." 

The main plank of these idiotic theories is that everybody, 
at some stage, makes a concious decision to be either homos¬ 
exual or heterosexual bisexuals have an added problem in 
that they appear to be indecisive as well. 

If a 2,000 year-old, world-wide campaign failed to convince 
everybody to be heterosexual, how could any amount of prop- 
oganda now convince anybody to become homosexual 9 The 
real effect of this type of crusade to to encourage the 
"natural" majority to hate, fear and despise the "unnatural" 
minority. 

The violent rhetoric demands eventually violent solutions 
and one Tory council leader, Mr Bill Brownhill (or to It 
Brownshirt) talked last year of putting "90 per cent of homos¬ 
exuals in gas chambers," while the recent firebombing of the 
Capital Gay newspaper office was applauded by Tory MP 
Kellett-Bowman, who said "there should be an Intolerance 
of evil." 

Homosexuals were persecuted by the Naxls in Germany and 
600,000 of them died in concentration ramps. There Is a say¬ 
ing "Those who start by burning books finish up burning 
people." It should not be forgotten not- 


Obviously James Anderton had one of his famous messages 
from God (or Ian Paislev) because the Manchester Martyrs' 
commemmoratlon publicised in RA issue 36, was banned by 
the police for the first time this year. Despite support for 
the march from Manchester city council, the police claimed 
that the expected loyalist/fsscist opposition would lead to 
serious public disorder and even tried to ban the rally, which 
did take place. Only about 60-odd loyallst/fascists turned up 
and It to clear that the march was really banned In retaliat¬ 
ion for the Enniskillen bombing. 

Several hundred people, including the H-Block Martyrs Repub¬ 
lican Flute Band from Scotland, attended the rally. Speakers 
included an IRSP representative but Sinn Fein withdrew their 
speaker shortly before the rally. Apparently, they saw the 
rally as too pro-Republican and believe that solidarity groups 
in Britain should call only for "Troops Out” and "Self-determ¬ 
ination for the Irish people." 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


MID ACTION M AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORK TOW ABUS 
THE ENDING Of THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM Of PRODUCTION AND 
THE ESTABLISHMENT Of A SOCIALIST ONE 
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